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Relationships: HRSA/OPTN/UNOS/MMRF/SRTR 
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Key SRTR roles and responsibilities 

 
• Provide research support to the OPTN Board of Directors, 

OPTN Committees, HRSA, the Secretary of HHS’s ACOT, and 
the scientific and transplant communities. 

 

• Perform ongoing evaluations of the scientific and clinical 
status of solid organ transplantation. 
 Develop and publish Program- and OPO-Specific Reports. 
 Create an annual report on trends in solid organ 

transplantation in the US. 
 Create a biennial report to congress detailing the state of 

solid organ transplantation. 
 

• Facilitate outside research on transplantation by releasing 
data to outside researchers. 



Understanding SRTR Data 
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Data Flow Into the SRTR 

OPTN Data Other Data 

SRTR 

Monthly 

Standard Analytic Files (SAFs) 

CMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Claims 

Enrollment 

ESRD Data 

UNOS UNetsm 

 
 
 
 
 

TIEDI® 

MATCH® 

DonorNet® 

WaitList® 
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Overview of the OPTN Database 

UNetsm 

Waitlist® 

•Status Updates 

DonorNet® 

•Deceased Donor 

TIEDI® 

•Candidate Forms 

•Recipient Forms 

•Follow-up Forms 

•Donor Forms 

Match® 

•PTR (Potential 
Transplant 
Recipient) Data 

TIEDI Form Views available at: 
http://www.unos.org/donation/index.php?topic=data_collection 
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WWW.SRTR.ORG 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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File Naming Conventions 

Common 
Prefixes 

CAND 

TX 

TXF 

DONOR 

STAT 

Common 
Suffixes 

KI 

LI 

HR 

LU 

IN 

PA 

KP 

HL 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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Formats readily available: 
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Standard Analysis Files (SAF) 

Standard set of files that include most data fields collected by the 
OPTN for donors, candidates, and recipients in the US from 1988 to 
present.  
 

• Includes encrypted patient and program identifiers 
• Excludes geographic variables and most text fields 
• Requires a Data Use Agreement, Security Plan, and Research plan 
• Cost US$1,000 

 

Requestors can request additional variables, such as un-blinded center 
codes, at an additional fee. 
 

Requests for identifying variables, such as candidate ZIP code, follow 
the same process as data linkages. 
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Student Discount 

• A student discount is available for current students using SRTR 
data to fulfill requirements of a degree program.  

• The student discount is also available for medical doctors 
currently in residency or fellowship programs.  

• Documentation is required and the student must be named as 
the principal investigator.  

• For qualifying students, the cost of a SAF/SAM is $200.  
• No student discount is available for requests requiring 

additional SRTR programming.  
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Linkages and Identifying Data 

Any time researchers want to link SRTR data with outside data or 
want to receive identifiers with SRTR data.  
 

• Requires a Data Use Agreement, Security Plan, and Research plan 
• Must demonstrate the research is not feasible without these 

data/linkage 
• Requires review and approval of the SRTR Technical Advisory 

Committee and SRTR Project Officer 
• Cost based on the time required for linkage (US$120/hour) and SAF 
 

Examples: 
 Linking SRTR SAF to clinical trial data 
 Linking SRTR SAF to Medicare/Medicaid data 
 Candidate and recipient ZIP code 
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Limitations on Data Release 

• Possible reasons for denying a data request in whole or in part 
include: 
 The data are not collected and/or verified; 
 Release of the data violates the Privacy Act or applicable 

federal or state laws regarding confidentiality of patient 
medical records or trade secrets; 

 The purpose of the data use is not sufficiently valuable to 
warrant a large-scale expenditure of time and effort; or 

 The data and information are an exception from disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
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Acquiring SRTR Data 

All inquiries are received by a central phone line (877-970-SRTR) 
and/or email address (srtr@srtr.org) and then handled according 
to the details of the request.  
 

Tabitha Leighton, MPH & Susan Leppke, MPH 

Research and Policy Liaisons 
Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients 
Minneapolis Medical Research Foundation 

914 S 8th St, Suite S-422, Minneapolis, MN 55404 
srtr@srtr.org 

612-347-7787 

mailto:srtr@srtr.org
mailto:srtr@srtr.org
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Data Use Agreement 

 Data may only be used for specified purposes 
 All manuscripts and abstracts must be reviewed 

prior to submission 
 Expires 1 year after date 
 Can be renewed free                                                          

of charge 
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Security Plan  

 Identifies individuals authorized to have access to the data 
 Outlines data protection 
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How Current are the SRTR Data? 
• Public SAF’s are produced quarterly in March, June, September, and 

December; allows for citable SAF source (current SAF: Mar 2013) 

• Currency of data is based on OPTN policy for timeliness of form 
submission 

• Transplant follow-up forms collected at 6 months and annually 

• OPTN Policy allows for submission: 
 Within 30 days for the following forms (Policy 7.2): 

» Transplant Candidate Registration (TCR) 
» Deceased Donor Registration (DDR) 
» Living Donor Follow-Up (LDF) 
» Recipient and Donor Histocompatibility (RHS & DHS) 
» Recipient Malignancy (MALIG) 

 Within 60 days for the following forms (Policy 7.3.1) 
» Transplant Recipient Registration (TRR) 
» TRR completed when discharged from the hospital or 6-weeks post-

transplant, whichever is first 

 Within 30 days of the 6-month follow-up form (Policy 7.1.5) 

 Within 90 days of the annual follow-up forms (Policy 7.1.5) 



A Look Into the SRTR 

Website 

www.srtr.org 
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New OPO Reports In the Works…. 
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OPO-Specific Reports, Future Reports: 
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OPO-Specific Reports, Future Reports 
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OPO-Specific Reports, Future Reporst: 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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Graphical Summary Page 
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Graphical Summary Page 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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Risk Adjustment Model Documentation 
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Understanding the Risk Adjustment: 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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Allocation Flowcharts 
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New! Online SAF Data Dictionary (www.srtr.org) 
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Adult Kidney Transplant Centers, 2011 
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Conclusions 


