
 

 
 
 
  

UCLA Medical Center  
Lung & Heart-Lung Transplant Program 
1145 Gayley Ave, Suite 301  
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
Ph: 310.825.6068  
Fax: 310.267.6961  
 
 

 
January 24, 2024 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
We write this letter to clarify certain details about the current SRTR program-specific report for the UCLA 
Lung Transplant Program, released on January 9th, 2024. 
 
As a response to the COVID-19 pandemic, SRTR decided to censor post-transplant outcome reporting for a 3-
month period beginning at the onset of the pandemic in March 2020.  The rationale and methodology for this 
change in reporting are detailed in the SRTR program-specific report.  
 
For this current report, the time window for reporting 3-year post-transplant survival includes transplants 
performed from 1/1/2018 - 3/12/2020, and 6/13/2020 - 6/30/2020.  Transplants done between 3/13/2020 and 
6/12/2020 are excluded from analysis as part of SRTR’s response to COVID.  Importantly, transplants done 
from 1/1/2018-3/12/2020 were also censored on 3/13/2020 – this means that none of these transplants could 
complete 3 years of follow-up for the post-transplant survival analyses.   
 
As a result of these changes made by SRTR, only transplants performed during a small time window, from 
6/13/2020-6/30/2020, could complete a full 3 years of follow-up for the current report.  Consequently, 
transplants performed during this brief time period have an outsized impact on the estimated 3-year patient and 
graft survival (as reported in tables C9D and C17D, and figures C9D, C10D, C25D and C26D), and these 
survival point estimates have very wide 95% confidence intervals (as indicated in tables C9D and C17D). 
 
SRTR was also able to generate reports without the COVID-censored period so that all patients transplanted 
from 1/1/2018 - 6/30/2020 are included in the full 3-year survival analyses.  We believe this uncensored report, 
which is not publicly available on the SRTR website, more accurately reflects the true 3-year patient and graft 
survival outcomes of our program than the point estimates generated using the censored data.  
 
We have attached these uncensored 3-year outcome tables and figures below for your reference.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David M. Sayah, MD PhD      Abbas Ardehali, MD 
Medical Director       Surgical Director 
UCLA Lung Transplant Program     UCLA Lung Transplant Program 



 
 
 



 
 


